
Yaisa Hagood

New leader of Drug Recovery 
Home in Chicago’s Woodlawn 

neighbhorhood

Bio of

For Yaisa Hagood, executive director of St. 
Martin de Porres House of Hope, joy comes 
from helping others.  “We were all put here 
for a purpose.  I believe my purpose is to be 

of service to others and to help them reach their full 
potential,” Yaisa said. 

The fundraising and marketing expert has spent the 
bulk of her career helping nonprofi ts and educational 
institutions increase their revenue and improve their 
development and marketing strategies.

On June 1, 2016, Yaisa, 38, was named executive 
director of St. Martin de Porres House of Hope, a 
Chicago nonprofi t organization that provides shelter 
and a holistic substance abuse recovery program to 
women addicted to drugs. 

Prior to being named executive director, Yaisa worked 
as a development consultant for St. Martin de Porres 
House of Hope in  2015. In that role, she raised 
$100,000 for the organization, designed models to 
measure the qualitative and quantitative impact of the 
organization’s programs, and she implemented quality 
controls to ensure transparency for the organization’s 
fi nances and fi scal responsibility. As a result of 
Yaisa’s work, the co-founder and executive director 
of the organization retired and recommended Yaisa as 
her replacement.

Before joining St. Martin de Porres House of 
Hope, Yaisa worked as assistant director of Argosy 

University, where she exceeded the school’s 
education sales goals by 50 percent and increased 
student retention by 30 percent.  Yaisa has also 
worked as a marketing executive in the education 
industry, including serving as director of marketing 
and development for St. Margaret of Scotland School 
and assistant director of marketing for Dominican 
University.

The Chicago and Woodlawn neighborhood native 
considers herself to be an introvert.  So the proudest 
moment of her career was starting her own business.  
At age 26, she purchased and rehabbed her fi rst rental 
property, and a few years later, she purchased a Jan-
Pro commercial cleaning franchise. These experiences 
gave her a chance to develop new skills and get out 
of her comfort zone. “The communication skills I 
learned have been invaluable to me,” she said.

Yaisa is an alumna of Roosevelt University, where 
she earned a master’s degree in integrated marketing 
communications. She has a bachelor’s degree in 
communications from the University of Illinois.

In her spare time, Yaisa enjoys books on leadership 
and professional development.  She also enjoys 
volunteering for youth-based organizations, serving as 
an online mentor for iCouldBe.org and witnessing her 
13-year-old daughter Breanna pursue her dream of 
swimming in the Olympics.
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