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Retirement Gala for Chicago Nun Who Helps Women Get Off Drugs Set for Sept. 29 

CHICAGO--St. Martin de Porres House of Hope, a 33-year-old Woodlawn neighborhood 
organization that has provided shelter and holistic drug recovery for hundreds of women, will 
honor its co-founder Sister Therese O'Sullivan in a retirement gala on Thursday, Sept. 29, 2016. 

More than 200 people are expected to attend the ticketed gala, held at 6p.m., Sept. 29 at The 
Grand Ballroom, 6351 South Cottage Grove in Chicago, Ill. (Note: highlights of the gala are 
at the end of this release). 

"We are excited to honor Sister Therese, a compassionate and empathetic person who has worked 
tirelessly and faithfully to help women overcome substance abuse," said Mary Whalen, longtime 
board member at St. Martin de Porres House of Hope and former director of program development 
at United Way. “Sister has given her life here. She is a treasure to the women served and the 
community.” 

 
Carol Cronin, president of the Judy Family Foundation, a longtime funder of St. Martin de Porres 
House of Hope, praises Sister O’Sullivan, of the Loretto Sisters of the Irish Branch IBVM, for her 
commitment to the women she serves. “She is so passionate about the work she does. She goes the 
extra mile, beyond nine to five.” The foundation has contributed a total $224,500 to House of 
Hope from 2005 to 2015. “House of Hope touched our heart as an organization that was doing 
good work at turning women’s lives around,” said Cronin, who resides in Annapolis, Md.   
 
St. Martin de Porres, located at 6423 S. Woodlawn Ave., has served more than 4,000 women with 
drug and alcohol addiction since its inception.  

“There’s something about somebody being a nun that makes them deity to you. But when I 
realized Sister Therese lived in this house with all these people that came off the streets, I was  
amazed,” said Angelia Holman, a former resident of St. Martin de Porres House of Hope. Holman, 
who had been addicted to cocaine from age 21 to 47, is now a detox specialist at  
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Hay Market Center. “Sister Therese made me feel like I had reason to value my life, that I had 
work to do," Holman said. 
 
Residents of St. Martin de Porres House of Hope must abstain from addiction medicines, like 
methadone, Suboxone or benzodiazepines, commit to live at the organization's shelter for a year, 
adhere to the house rules and attend mandatory group, individual counseling and academic 
sessions. Spiritual counseling is optional. Near the end of the program, residents receive job 
placement and housing referral services.  

In fiscal year 2016, St. Martin de Porres House of Hope served 56 women and their children. 
Twelve families who completed the recovery program were placed in stable and secure housing; 
nine women were placed in jobs. 

Sister O’Sullivan, along with businesswoman-turned nun, Connie Driscoll, started St. Martin de 
Porres House of Hope in 1983 as a homeless women's shelter and then converted it to a drug 
recovery home for women in the early nineties. Sister Driscoll died in 2005. Sister Therese, who 
turns 78 on Sept. 27, retired as the organization’s executive director on June 1, and is now 
executive director emerita. She continues to work at St. Martin de Porres as coach to the residents 
and mentor to the new executive director. 

“I still have a lot of energy. I still have a lot of drive. I get to love what I’m doing, and I feel I can 
still make a difference in people’s lives,” Sister O’Sullivan said.  “We have to love our women 
until they can love themselves.” 

Through Sister O’Sullivan’s leading and recommendation, St. Martin de Porres’ board of directors 
named business woman and fundraising expert Yaisa Hagood its executive director, effective June 
1.  

Here are some highlights of the gala honoring Sister O’Sullivan: 
 Sister Therese O’Sullivan will speak. 
 Guest speaker is Carol Marin, political editor for NBC5 News and contributor to WTTW 

Chicago Tonight. 
 The Judy Family Foundation will receive the Sister Connie Service Award, in honor of St. 

Martin de Porres House of Hope’s co-founder, the late Sister Connie Driscoll.  
 Former resident of St. Martin de Porres House of Hope to receive Distinguished Alumni 

Award. 
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Founded: May 18, 1983 

Mission:  St. Martin de Porres creates a safe healing community where women and their children recover from substance 
abuse, address trauma and deal with mental illness. 

Services:  St. Martin de Porres House of Hope heals women and their children through a holistic substance abuse 
recovery program that includes counseling, education, long-term shelter, physical and mental wellness, spirituality and 
family advocacy. We have served more than 4,000 women since our inception. 

Our programs aim to help women: maintain abstinence from drugs and alcohol, connect with needed social services, 
enter and sustain vocational training, continuing education or a job, obtain stable housing and connect to at least one 
social support at discharge. 

 
 
 
 
St. Martin de Porres House of Hope has a total 
staff of 18 including: a development associate, 
program director, 2 substance abuse counselors, 
a therapist, preschool teacher, contractual 
psychologist and floor, kitchen and 
administrative staff.  
 
 
 
 
 
Eight people volunteer weekly, including three  
GED instructors, an art instructor and two nuns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Total  current residents: 20 
• Racial mix: 8 African-Americans,  
• 8 whites, 3 Hispanics, 1 Colombian  
• Age range: 28 to 66; average is 56 
• Most common addictions: cocaine and 

heroin 
 

 
 
 

• Substance abuse counseling to 56 
women 

• Shelter and food for 56 women and their 
13 children 

• 20 client referrals to mental illness 
counseling 

• 12 families referred to stable off-site 
housing  

•  9 women placed in jobs (Note: St. 
Martin de Porres refers its residents to 
the Cara Program for job placement 
services) 

• Received more than $500,000 in 
donations from individuals, foundations 
and corporations 
 

 
 
     
    Total operating budget: $510,000 
    The program’s founders made a conscious  
    decision to not seek government  
    assistance for its services, except for its  
    food program, which receives state funds.  
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